354                         ADDITIONS.

the parent of all the pageantry and dumb shows In
theatrical pieces during the reign of Elizabeth,) was
begun or discontinued, I believe (like many customs
of greater importance,) is not to be determined.

" In the theatre there was a smale aulter
" Amyddes sette that was halfe circular,
ft Which into easte of custorne was directe,
" Upon the whiche a pulpet was erecte,
" And therein stode an auncient poete
" For to reherse by rethorykes swete
44 The noble dedes that were hystoryall
" Of kynges and prynces for memoryall,
" And of these olde worthy emperours
" The great erapryse eke of conquerours,
** And how they gat in Martes hye honour
" The lawrer grene for fyne of their labour,
" The palrae of knighthod'diserved by old date,
<e Or Parchas made them passen into fate.

*6 And after that with chere and face pale,
" With style enclyned gan to toume his tale,
" And for to synge after all their loose,
" Full mortally the stroke of Attropose,
" And tell also for all their worthy head
" The sodeyne breaking of their lives threde,
" How piteously they made their mortall ende
" Thrugh false fortune that al the world wil shende,
" And how the fyne of all their worthynesse
" Ended in sorowe and in high tristesse.
" By compassynge of fraud or false treason,
" By sodaine murder or vengeance of poyson,
" Or conspyryng of fretyng false envye
" How unwarily that they dydden dye,
" And how their renowne and their mighty fame
" Was of hatred sodeynly made lame,
*s And how their honour downward gan decline,
<c And the mischiefe of their unhappy fyne,
" And how fortune was to them unswete,
*c All this was told and red by the poete.
<c Andnihyle that he in the pulpit stode
" With deadly face all~devoyde of llode,
" Synging his dittees >with muses all to rent,
" Amyd the theatre shrouded in a tent,
" There came out men gastfull in their cheres,
4{ Disfygured theirfaces-'tmtk-'vheres,
" Playing by sygnes in the peoples syght
" That the poete songe hath on heyght>
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